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Modoc

New CMRCD 
Business Manager

We are pleased 
to announce 
the hiring of 

Reina Garcia Baremore as 
Central Modoc Resource 
Conservation Districtʼs 
new Business Manager. 
She is filling the vacancy 
created by Laura Shinnʼs 
departure to a new job.  
Reina officially began 
work on May 29, 2007 
and is very happy with 
her new position.

Reina comes to us from 
Northeastern New Mex-
ico.  She is a native of 
New Mexico where she 
was raised on her fam-
ily ranch at an 8,200 ft. 
elevation in an area very 
similar to Modoc County.  
Reina and her husband, 
Clay, have settled on 40 
acres close to the town of 
Canby and are extremely 
happy to get back to their 
ranching/farming roots.  
Clay is a native Califor-
nian born and raised in the 
Round Mountain area.

Reina and her husband 
own and operate a small 
forestry business, La Joya 
Enterprises, Inc.  Prior to 
moving to Canby, their 
company performed con-
sulting services for 3.5 
years in Southern Califor-
nia where they assisted in 
expediting the restoration 
of the bark-beetle-rav-
aged forests in the San 
Bernardino Mountains 
and surrounding areas.  
We heartily welcome 
Reina and Clay to Modoc 
County.

REINA BAREMORE, NEW BUSINESS 
MANAGER FOR CMRCD

CMRCD Celebrates 40th Anniversary

CATTLE GRAZING WEST OF ALTURAS

Central Modoc 
Resource Con-
servation Dis-
trict is gear-

ing up to celebrate its 40th 
Anniversary.  Formation 
documents were filed with 
the California Secretary of 
State on January 5, 1967 
under the name Central 
Modoc Soil Conserva-
tion District.  The original 
resolution, Resolution No. 
66-14, was prepared on 
March 7, 1966 and signed 
by the founding Directors 
as follows:

WHEREAS, on the 7th 
day of March, 1966, a 
public hearing was held by 
this Board regarding the 
consolidation of the Canby 
Soil Conservation District 
and the South Fork Con-
servation District; and

WHEREAS, after due 
consideration of all testi-
mony and evidence pre-
sented at the hearing, this 
Board approves the con-
solidation of said soil con-
servation districts;

NOW, THEREFORE, 
BE IT RESOLVED, 
ORDERED, AND DE-
CLARED that all of the 
territory within the bound-
aries of the Canby Soil 
Conservation District and 
the South Fork Soil Con-
servation District be, and 
the same is, duly consoli-
dated as a soil conservation 
district under the name of 
Central Modoc Soil Con-
servation District.

The territory above 
mentioned and which is 
hereby declared to be con-
solidated as a soil conser-
vation district is situated 

in the Counties of Lassen 
and Modoc and is bound-
ed and described as set 
forth in Exhibit “A” at-
tached hereto and made a 
part hereof as if set forth 
haec verba, containing 
1,010,697 acres.

BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED, ORDERED, 
AND DECLARED that 
the following named qual-
ified persons are appointed 
as directors of the new-
ly consolidated Central 
Modoc Soil Conservation 
District:

Glen Jobe
Warren Flournoy
Arthur Monson
Robert Mackey
Leland Porter
and the Clerk of this 

Board is hereby directed 
to issue certificates of ap-
pointment to such per-
sons.

BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED, ORDERED, 
AND DECLARED that 
this resolution be entered 
immediately upon the 

minutes of the meeting; 
and that certified copies 
be recorded in the office 
of the County Recorder 
of the Counties of Lassen 
and Modoc, and filed with 
the Secretary of State, 
Chief of the State Divi-
sion of Soil Conservation, 
Boards of Directors of the 
districts consolidated and 
the Board of Supervisors 
of Lassen County and the 
Board of Supervisors of 
Modoc County.

Passed and Adopted this 
7th Day of March, 1966, by 
the Board of Supervisors 
of the County of Modoc, 
State of California, by the 
following votes:

AYES: S u p e r v i-
sors Laxague, Caldwell, 
McCaw & Woodwar

NOES:
ABSENT: Stearns
Glen Jobe was elected 

President and Louise Cor-
nish was appointed Sec-
retary of the Board with a 
monthly salary of $15.00.

The 2007 Board of Direc-

tors is comprised of Chico 
Pedotti, President; Carol 
Sharp, Vice-President; Bill 
Valena, Secretary/Treasur-
er; Pearce Flournoy; Jerry 
Hoxsey; Richard Mackey; 
and Shane McGarva.  

The general public 
is invited to celebrate 
CMRCDʼs 40th Anniver-
sary at its  ̓ annual Day in 
the District event which 
will take place on Sep-
tember 20. Please RSVP 
at 233-8872.  This event 
provides an opportunity 
for interested parties to see 
several ongoing conserva-
tion projects undertaken in 
the district. Presentations 
will include monitoring 
programs and a tour of 
several conservation proj-
ects.  Individuals repre-
senting neighboring RCDs 
and various resource man-
agement agencies, as well 
as local landowners, com-
munity members, teachers 
and students have partici-
pated in the past.

Article by Reina G. 
Baremore
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CLUB MEMBERS AND ADVISORS (L TO R): KEVEN RICHARDSON, STACEY MAIN, ERICA CUE-
VAS, SABINO BOCANEGRA, MICHEL FUNK, BRAD COOKE, LAURA VANACKER.

BY ERICA CUEVAS

A new, exciting addition hap-
pened this summer to the 
Pit River Watershed Adop-

tion Project! A high school club called 
“P.I.T.” (People Interacting Today) will 
welcome members this coming school 
year for from the Modoc High school 
student body. The new club formed 
thanks to a team of five Modoc High 
School students who attended the 2007 
Adopt a Watershed Leadership Institute 
with Laura VanAcker. The team training 
was funded by a CALFED Grant and 
team members include Sabino Bocaneg-
ra, Stacey Main, Michel Funk, Keven 
Richardson, and myself- Erica Cuevas. 
This institute taught us skills that will 
help us advance and maintain the new 
high school component being added to 
the K-8 Adoption Project. Some of the 
concepts we learned included:

• how to apply placed based learning

• how to engage our community in a 
project

• strategic project planning

• development of effective leadership 

skills.

While working on our strategic plan for 
the coming year, the club idea was born in 
hopes of replacing some of the positive ele-
ments that the Natural Resources Academy 
offered Modoc High School students. The 
mission for club P.I.T., (People Interacting 
Today), is:

Students understanding and interacting 
with their community providing environ-
mental restoration while having fun! 

A goal our club would like to attain is 
to promote a healthy watershed and com-
munity while cultivating a youth voice. In 
addition, some objectives for the year are 
to start the club, educate ourselves and 
others students about the Pit River Water-
shed, participate with the adoption project 
wetland development, start a plant propa-
gation project with the greenhouse at the 
Modoc High School, look into community 
recycling options, and to act on commu-
nity outreach/ service learning. P.I.T. plans 
to meet regularly after school hours to dis-
cuss and plan events. I greatly encourage 
any high school student interested in natu-
ral resources and restoration activities to 
join the club.

GROUP PROBLEM SOLVING.

STACEY MAIN LEARNING ABOUT FIRE FUELS MANAGEMENT

Photos taken by Laura VanAcker.

A recent tour of Devils Garden spotlighted several projects on the Modoc 
National Forest. The vast Devils Garden area provides many opportu-
nities for exploring. Pine, juniper, grasslands, wetlands, reservoirs and 

plenty of rock represent exceptional natural resources. Members of the Resource 
Advisory Committee (RAC) toured the Devils Garden to review project results. 
Project goals included:  improving habitat value, enhancing recreational oppor-
tunities, fire management, and restoring watersheds. An area near F Reservoir is 
an example of a small timber sale that will improve raptor habitat by retaining 
larger trees for nesting and roosting. Small tree removal utilized as biomass will 
improve habitat diversity. Another thinning operation, located near Greensprings, 
is designed to improve goshawk habitat. 

A project to better manage water and forage resources was observed at Boles 
Meadow. Nearby, is a Wild Horse capture area where removing excess wild horses 
is the goal. The Big Sage Fire Management Unit provided an opportunity to ob-
serve an area where lightning caused fires are allowed to burn. Over time, this area 
is expected to mimic the natural fire regime for the sagebrush steppe ecosystem. 
Another point of interest was the remnants of Pease Cabin. A homestead filed on 
September 15, 1892 by Clarence A. Pease was granted on June 13, 1899. Imagine 
trying to live at the homestead site during that time period. The Devils Garden 
seems filled with interesting features and a wide array of natural resources that 
make it well worth exploring.

Special Places

RAC TOUR PARTICIPANTS LOOKING TOWARDS BOLES MEADOW

The vast Devil’s Garden area
SUMMER INTERN STUDENT, ERICA CUEVAS, WEEDING AT THE 
RIVER CENTER 

The River Center is participating in the 
development of an Upper Pit River Watershed 
Management Strategy by providing 

information about the process and strategy components 
to interested stakeholders and the public. You may wish 
to review the Upper Pit River Watershed Assessment, 
completed in October 2004. You may request a CD for 
your use or review the Assessment at the River Center. 
Learn about the Pit River watershed’s history, geology, 
soils, climate, native peoples, wildlife, fisheries, 
water resources, fire, vegetation, forestry, flood areas, 
recreation, demographics and land use planning. 
Discussion is welcome concerning the proposed goals 
for the Pit River Watershed (see the proposed goals list 
on page 4).

Modoc County awarded a Title III Grant to the River 
Center for a project titled: Forestry Education Along the 
Basin and Range Birding Trail (B&RBT). The River 
Center, working with  the Klamath Bird Observatory 
(KBO) and local educators, developed curriculum kits 
that are now available for classroom and family use. The 
River Center also worked with Cindy Deas of Bonanza 
Consulting to coordinate map and website development 
for the B&RBT. A B&RBT brochure is due to publish 
early this fall.

The River Center recently received a special projects 
grant from the Modoc National Forest for developing 
a new Geological Interpretive Program and displays. 

What’s happening at 
the River Center

The River Center and Forest Service staff 
will work with an expert geologist in 
researching Warner Mountain features. 

TransCanada recently purchased 
Tuscarora Gas Transmission Company. 
TransCanada provided the River Center 
with a Community Investment Grant to 
assist with River Center operations.

Ten hatchling trout from Mrs. Parker’s 
class grew fast this summer at the River 
Center. Two young turtles happily swim 
in their aquarium while two catfish 
lazily cruise their space. Come visit the 
critters!



Ask Valerie

VALERIE LANTZ,
RIVER CENTER DIRECTOR

Funding for this newsletter 
provided in part by the State 
Water Resource Board, 
CALFED, Prop. 13, CA DOC, 
North Cal-Neva RC&D, and 
donations.

The Central Modoc RCD:
(530) 233-8872
804 W 12th Street
www.cmrcd.carcd.org

CMRCD Staff:
Reina Baremore, Business 
Manager 
(530) 233-8872

Bryon Hadwick, 
Watershed Coordinator, 
530-233-8878

Richard Westman,
Project Coordinator, 
rpwest@hdp.net

‘JT’ John Tvredevich, 
Project Coordinator
(530) 233-8878

CMRCD Board of 
Directors:
Chico Pedotti, President
Carol Sharp, Vice President
Bill Valena, Secretary/
Treasurer
Pearce Flournoy
Shane McGarva
Jerry Hoxsey
Dick Mackey

The River Center:
PO Box 1189
(530) 233-5085
Fax (530) 233-5099
www.centralmodocrivercenter.
org. 

136 Henderson Street, 
Alturas, CA 96101

River Center Staff:
Valerie Lantz, Director 
vlantz@modoccoe.k12.ca.us
Laura VanAcker, 
Adopt-A-Watershed Program 
Coordinator
vanacker@hdo.net

River Center Board of
Directors:

Barbie Moklestad, President
Dick Mackey
Carol Sharp
Bill Valena
Sally Clark
Sophie Sheppard
Marty Yamagiwa

*Photos and articles by Valerie 
Lantz unless otherwise stated.

What kind of bug is this?

Recently, Ann of My 
School, called the 
River Center to in-

quire about a large bug found 
in a local pond. She e-mailed 
a photo that was forwarded to 
Stewart Reid, a fisheries biolo-
gist who specializes in the Pit 
River Watershed. The ʻbug  ̓
was identified as a Giant Water 
Beetle or ʻBelostomatid.  ̓ An 
alternate name is ʻtoe biter  ̓be-
cause they can deliver a nasty 
bite. One person described the 
bite as very painful, causing 
the finger and whole hand to 
swell up dramatically, to the 
point where they lost all use of 
the hand, and remaining thus 
for about two weeks. If you are 
going to handle this insect, it 
should be done with care. The 
Giant Water Beetle is one of the 
largest insects in the U.S. and 
Canada at approximately 1.5 
inches (3.8 cm) in length. Some 
species grow as long as 4 inch-
es (10 cm). The beetles live in 
freshwater streams and ponds, 
preferring those with aquatic 
vegetation. Giant Water Beetles 
like slow moving water, espe-
cially where there is emergent 
vegetation such as cattails. They 
usually grab hold of a plant near 
the surface, and stick their short 
breathing tube out of the water 
to allow them to breathe while 
waiting for prey. With their 
powerful front legs they are 
able to grab other bugs and prey 
as big as small fish, frogs and 
salamanders. They pierce their 
prey with their sharp beak and 
secrete enzymes that dissolve 
the body tissues, thus allowing 
them to suck up the resulting 
liquid. The Giant Water Beetle 
is found throughout the north-
ern United States and Canada. 
At this time of year the adults 
are leaving the shallow ponds at 
night to look for deeper bodies 
of water where they can remain 
active throughout the winter 
under the ice. They are often at-
tracted to lights such as porch 
lights, where people may find 
them the following morning.

Pit River Watershed 
Management Strategy
The Pit River Watershed 

Alliance (PRWA) is a 
non-regulatory group 

of stakeholders working to co-
ordinate efforts to enhance and 
maintain the Upper Pit River 
Watershed.  The forum cre-
ated from regularly held PRWA 
meetings and activities enables 
private landowners and stake-
holders, local, state and federal 
agencies, to share ideas and 
skills, and leverage funding op-
portunities to complete local 
projects.  The Watershed Man-
agement Strategy (WMS) is the 
latest step in realizing this pur-
pose.  

The WMS will outline re-
source issues affecting the wa-
tershed that have been gathered 
in such documents as the Upper 
Pit River Watershed Assessment 
completed in 2004.  The WMS 
will then list goals to enhance 
and maintain resources within 
the watershed such as improv-
ing water quality, increasing 
summer base flow and improv-
ing wildlife communities.  Fi-
nally, the WMS will define a 
process in which stakeholders 
can voluntarily implement proj-
ects to help achieve these goals 
with the help of the PRWA and 
other partner groups.  

As part of the WMS process, 
the PRWA wants the input of as 
many stakeholders as possible!  
The Proposed Goals below 
have been suggested as sam-
ples, but we want to know what 
your goals are…so read on and 
let us know! Visit the PRWA̓ s 
website at http://www.pitriver-
alliance.net/.

Purpose:
The purpose of the Pit River 

Watershed Management Strat-
egy (WMS) is to summarize 
the resource issues facing the 
Pit River Watershed. Further, 
the WMS is designed to foster 
an organized, voluntary forum 

to address goals and implement 
actions needed to improve and 
maintain the Pit River Water-
shed.

Mission Statement:
Improve and maintain the 

quality and conditions of the 
Upper Pit River and its tribu-
taries through active applica-
tion of technology, education 
and community participation, 
for the benefit of the Pit River 
Watershed and the communities 
that depend on the health of the 
river.

PROPOSED GOALS:
Proposed Goal 1: Improve 

Water Quality
Proposed Goal 2: De-list the 

Pit River (remove from Federal 
Clean Water Act (CWQ) 303d 
list for impaired water bodies

Proposed Goal 3: Increase 
summer base flow without de-
pleting groundwater resources

Proposed Goal 4: Reduce riv-
er and stream channel erosion

Proposed Goal 5: Sustain and 
improve aquatic and riparian 
habitat

Proposed Goal 6: Retain and 
regain sagebrush steppe

Proposed Goal 7: Control and 
prevent the spread of invasive 
plants and noxious weeds

Proposed Goal 8: Support 
and encourage better coordi-
nation of data collection in the 
watershed.

Proposed Goal 9: Sustain and 
improve upland vegetation and 
wildlife communities

Proposed Goal 10: Strength-
en the community and natural 
resource based economies

Interested in Participating? 
Have any questions?

Contact the River Center at 
530 233-5085

We want your feedback!  
What are YOUR goals for the 
watershed? 

Itʼs your opportunity to make 
a difference. 

River Center & Central Modoc RCD

September
15th 10AM

Pit River 
Clean Up

Meet at Wings of the 
Warners Festival in 
Veterans Park in 
The River Center Booth

September
15th 9AM

Wings of the Warners 
Migratory Bird 
Festival - 
Naturescaping 
Workshop

Meet at the Modoc 
National Wildlife at 
Refuge entry

September 
20th

All 
Day

Day In The 
District

Celebrate CMRCD s̓ 
40th Anniversary
RSVP @ 233-8872

October
2007 TBA

Adopt-A-
Watershed Field 
Trips, Grades K-8

October
16th 6PM

Central Modoc 
RC Board 
Meeting

Modoc National 
Forest Building

October
25th 4PM

Central 
Modoc RCD 
Meeting

Modoc National 
Forest Bldg.

November 
15th 4PM

Central Modoc 
River Center 
Board Meeting

The River Center, 
Alturas

November 
20th 3PM

Central Modoc 
River Center 
Board Meeting

The River Center, 
Alturas

November 
22nd, 23rd

Central Modoc RCD And The River 
Center Will Be  Closed For 

Thanksgiving Holidays!


